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Magalie Roman Salas, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Petition for Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications
Carrier and for Related Waivers to Provide Universal Service
to the Crow Re~~r~~fion,Montana
CC Docket No.~DA 99-1847

Record Update and Notice of Ex Parte Contact

Dear Ms. Salas:

On behalf of Western Wireless Corporation ("Western Wireless"), I am
writing to update the record in the referenced proceeding. At the time Western
Wireless submitted its Petition for Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications
Carrier ("ETC") to provide universal service on the Crow Reservation in Montana,
the company had pending before the Montana Public Service Commission ("PSC") a
Petition for Designation as an ETC in certain areas served by local exchange
carriers ("LECs"). Western Wireless withdrew its Montana ETC petition on
November 3, 1999, after reaching an impasse on discovery before the PSC. A copy
of the Notice of Withdrawal of Application for Designation as an Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier is attached.

In the course of the instant proceeding, several parties alleged that the
pendency of Western Wireless' ETC application before the PSC deprives the FCC of
jurisdiction over Western Wireless' ETC petition for the Crow Reservation. These
arguments are now moot in view of the dismissal of Western Wireless' Montana
ETC petition.
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If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me.

Respectfully submitted,

//i
/~R///JL d

/ o~on on
Counsel for Western Wireless Corp.

Enclosure
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DEPARTMtNT OF PUBI.JC SERVICE REGULATION
~ORE ':tHE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION .

OF THE STATE OF MONrANA

m TIm MATTER QF Westem WIreless )
Cc:poratioll, ,A.pplica,tion £01' Desigoatioh as an )
Eligible Telecommunications Carril:r. )

" .

UTIlITY DMSION
NO. D98.8.190

WESTERN WIRELESS CORPORAUON'S
NOTICE OF Wll'BDRAWAL OJ' APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION AS AN

ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CAlUUER

COMBS NOW Western Wll"eless Corporation ("Westem W1lCless'j with its Notice of

Withdrawal ofApplic~onfor Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Catrier. WestBIIl

W'lI'CloBS' decision to withdraw bas not been made without careful and thoughtful delibc:ratl.on.

SignifiClantrcso~ have been ~endBci by the company pursuing this application. and muCh
I • '._

has been ac~mplishedalready in this ptO~edin& b~ with some measure ofregret. the decision..
to withdraw at this point has been made.

Westero Wiz~ess baA disCU5scd. at length in previous plPl8dings its concerns regarding the io .;..

breadth ofdiscovery allowed in tbis case. It <:ontinuea to maintain that the degree ofdiscovery

allowed iB too broad and will open this proceedJng to issues beyond the scope ofwhat is relevant

fClr detertaining eligible telecommunications cattier status. Wcstr:m W'ueless fully recogni2eS

and appreciates that ~levanCCl and the scope.ofdiscovery ix1 a given case are issues upon whi.ch
• • • I· .'. • '.:"

reasonable miJ1ds .y.differ. The CoIDI1llssion's statement that it does not know what stand~

will be applied on the merits makes it very difficult, H'not impossible, for any applicant to meet

its burden to prove its case. Therefore, Westem Wireless has concluded that it would Dot be in

its best interest to proceed in this docket under the present circumstances.

Western W"lreleul'ftroaJns committed to Montane, and ithas every hope ofretuming to

this issue at such time as the requisitl! criteria are mme fizmly established. Inthe meantime, it
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will continue tc dedic&tc itselftIl providing quality service to its custoMm in Monmna. In

closing, Westem Wireless wishes to express its sincere appreciation for the patience and

consideration extended to it thraugbout this proceeding by the Conunission, its staff. intervenors

and their counsel.

WesteJ'll'''WIrelt.6s Corporation

Dated: November~ 1999 By:'--L..J~~~~-=~-==1~-
Michacl S. Labr

Crowley) Haughey, Hanso
Toole &. Dietrich P.L.L.P.
100 North Park Avenue, Suite 300
P. O. Box 797
Helens, MT 59624-0797
(406) 449-4165

~ J. Ayotte (#166315)
Philip R. Sc~kenbcrg (#260551)
Briggs and Moxgan, P.A
2200 FirstNatiODal Bank Build;ng
St. Pa~ MN 55101
(651) 223-6600

wi:a~WIUlUS cottPOJlATION'S NonCE OF'WltltPRAWAL OF
APPLICATION TOR t)r.srGNATION AS ~N WCmLE'l'ElXCOMMUl'llCAT1ONS
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that an orilinal and twelve CQPiCiIi aftbe foregoing Westem Wireless
Corporation's Notice ofWltbdrawal o~P1ication for Designation as an EligibLe TelecomlIlunicatlons
Canier were hand-delivored. on the..r:: day cfNovember, 1999 to~

Dermis Crawford
PIlblic Service CcmmsUliton
1701 Prospect AVet1ull

P.O. Box 202601
Helena, MT 59620·2601

c. '. f..
and Il true and correct CQpy W8S mailed by fit&t class man on thia l. day ofNCNembcr, 1999. to:

R.cbm Nelson
Montaoa Consumer Counsel
616 Helena Avenue, 3m Floor
F.O. Box 201703
Heleoa. MT S962()..17Q3

John Alkc
Hughes, KoUncr, SulJiVIUl & Atka
40 WestLawrence, Su~ A
P.O. Box. 1166
Helena. MT 59624-1l~6

WIlliam A. Squires
Squires &; Shon~ PUC.
208 North Monnma Avenue, Sutm 205
~Ieaa. MT 59601 .

Michael C. Strand
Montana. Independent l'e1ecommlmicatian SystemB
2021 Eleventh Avenue; SU~ 12
P.O. Box 5237
&Jena, MT S96Q4.0S23i

. Geoffrey Fe;sR
Montana Teleoommunjcationa AssOOiatlQn
208 North M01Jtana Avenu~ Suite 207 '
Holcna. MT S9601

XathyByIcr
US West Communicali0%J8
441 North Park
P.O. Box 1716
Helena, MT 59624-1716

AttorneyforU. S. W.,st

Attorney for Blackfoot Telephone Coop and Clark
Fork Tol~mmanieations, Im:. and
MT Telephone Assocciatiou

WUBRN'9VIUUSS CORfQAA.noW5 NOTICE OEwrmDMWAL O~
APl'LICATJON J"OK. D1!:SIGNAnON AS »lELICIDl,E TEtJ:C()MMUNICAl'IONS

c.uumm •"1113



Regulaiory Department
U S Weit Communications
441 North Puk, Rcoro. 101
P.O. BQ)t 1716
Helena, M1' 59624-1716

"

I~n C. Evilsizer
Attort')Cy at Law
2033 EleveJIth Avenue
Hllcna. M.T 59601

JI)' Wilson Prestollt Jr.
President
Rtman Telephone Company
312 Main Street SW
Ronan, MT 59864-2707

Joan MaJa4rJille
Blackfoot Telephone CoopcratiVl5, Inc.
P.O. :Box 16600-6600
MisSDut~ MT 59808

Kevin PerneU
Attcrn.ey at Law
U S West. Inc.
1801 Calffomia Street, Suite 5100
Den'lerl CO 80202-2651

Gene DeJordy
Western Wirolcas Corporation
3650 -131st AVC1JUe ~E. Suite 400
Bellevue. WA 98006

Mark I, Ayotte
Brigs and Morgan. PA
2200 First National B.ruc Buildiug
St. Paul, MN 55101

Allea BuckaJaw .
J.W. Wilson and Assaciates
2715 "M"~ NW
Washington. DC 20007

AttOrney for 1lonan Telephone Company

Attorney fer Western Wireless Corporation

Vt'ES't'2RNWJllEUSS CODOflA,.n~S'NonCEOF Vt'rmDRAW..u, OJ!'
",PPUCAnoJlf iOll DItSlGNATlON MAN ELIGIBLEntL~CAllONS
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